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These tolxow-up « ,niu ence- were held, but the ^re- 
presented by Mr. Dulles were nut unanged; in fact, a leu ve. * - 
later, December i?S\ Jtst prior to the Administration* s > r, fc “ rai 
tion of the fiscal year i960 budget, the estimates of Scv, e- : rM 
capability heretofore arfimed and reaffirmed by Mr. Dulles were 
further adjusted downward. 

This downgrading of Soviet capability at that time concern o 
me for several reasons: first, because it appeared probeoi, toat 
our deterrent posture whs being weakened by the misuse of Intel. i 
gence data, and secondly, because the people were not being «uu 
the facts. 

On January 12, 1959, the Vice President was reporter as 
having told a press group that the U. S. was rapidly closing the 
missile gap. lanediately after this fantastic report, I told t- 
Senate that any assertion the missile ^ beir£ elos* 4 ^ 

Inaccurate, end announced that If the 4* 4?** 

■ • '*"■ fi ;■ 

the truth, I would reveal the projected Sowleli-p.^ 1. . , '{ 

situation in percentages. . ; r < IV t 

in all fairness, it should be noted that thereafter Secre ary 

Nfc Elroy did admit to the press that the ICBH gap could well becc e 


a 3 to 1 ratio in favor of the Soviets. 


On the basis or the facts available. to me, I believed tne 
Secretary McELroy' s 3 to l ratio greatly understated the caee. 
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substitution of urgency for the existing complacency. 

But no such anticipated change In our ICBM efforts resulted. 
Rather, the Adalnl.tr.tlon took anoth.r appro^h .. i..„ ^ of 
further downgrading the Soviet aiaall, portur*. 

On January 13, i960, before th. Bona. Appropriation. Cc~ 

■ nlttee, end again on January 19 before the Senate Armed Service. 
Cooaltt.e, th. new Secretary of Defense infonmd the Coogre,. 

the P«pl. that they were ualng new ground rule, for Interpreting 
intelligence data regarding Soviet ICBM*. 

The new policy is to compare Soviet intent in the IC* f ie)d 
« against our Id* schedules, ft ior to thli , the ^ 

h«n ba.ed upon Soviet csprtlllty lu th. ICBM field a. agaluat our 
ICBM schedules. 

Ihl. -..In, d»n* ta tb. ^ muuig^a d«. 

•nrtled the Adalnlatratlon to furOwy cut 

of Soviet bsk predncticss. 




tUlly the 

~~ i» Ife: 




^ tbi* point it Is — saingfm to 




Oetee this year with tha statement of ££3E» 

12 Booths ago. 

°° J "'“ 7 “* 19 »< J-h-wy 29, 1959, Secretary 

MoElroy testified to the Senate aa follows : 

.. proceed ”* ^ hot 

rarderstood that fro. tte itwipo^f o^e , 

Sirrah' V * “* Mawung, aa I think aa ° f 

in h^.; “ ber ’ 


__a.. ; — ~ tne natle 

f r m m «m i 





. Z*.~. •'£ 

•afejaftr : «%$!&*■ fe - :^W- 

\ *v&‘ 


S^Ssrai. S J t tf- •if.'F, 

' SLAVS'. > i'4 ***«*: . i ' JUS % 
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On January 13, I960 , and again on January 19, I960, Secretary 
Gates revealed a radical change In policy from that announced, by 
hit predecessor. The following quotation Is fro* Secretary Gates* 
test loony before the Souse Comrittee on January 13: 

"Heretofore, we have been giving you Intelligence 
figures that dealt with the theoretical Soviet capability, 
nils Is the first tine that ve have had an intelligence 
estimate that says, 'This Is what the Soviet Union probably 
vill do. * Therefore, the. great divergence, based on 
figures that have been testified to In years past, narrows 
because ve talked before about a different set of cceaporlsona 
- ones that were based on Soviet capabilities. This presu.it 
one is an intelligence estimate on vhat ve believe be 
probably vill do, not "vhat he la capable of doing." 

The basic concept has been changed. The fundamental basis 

* 

of prior evaluation was capability . Hcnr suddenly it has become 
Intent. 


Through this process, the Administration has given the people 
the impression that the missile deterrent gap has been sharply 

• /■- ... & 4 : M 

reduced and possibly eliminated. In fact, «b& '»^ responslble 

Jf^ - 4 '■ - -' ■* Jf||p||p;*1 . - ; 

reporters have been given such Impression, as IS evidenced by the 

: ■ *£':■■■ . ‘ • &< .. ' •% _ 

''""'"vt*"' '' Vy . : . '?* -1 

many news columns that have been vrltten than Optimistic vein 
about vhat has suddenly been discovered about our relative ICBM 


program. 

In other words, without accelerating our ICBM program, the 
impression has been given that the admitted 3 to 1 gap no longer 
exists. 


^ 4 On the January 24, i960, "Pace the Hatton* teleoast. Secretary 
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during I960, or '6l, or '62, or '63 vhen Russia vlll have mere 
ml as lies than ve have, which are ready to go, and that a missile 
gap will, in fact, exist?" Secretary Sharp replied, "I think it i: 

doubtful, but they might." 

A year ago Secretary of Defense Me Elroy announced a 3 to 1 
missile gap. Under the new theory, the Secretary of the Air Force 

thinks there may be no gap at all. 

From a budgetary point of view, of course, this shift in 
policy is less expensive than would be a decision to accelerate 
our own ICBM program. 

m 

Without going into the classified specifics, I believe it 
iB important for the American people to know that this manipulation 
of data as to quantity was also accompanied by an effort to down- 
grade the Soviet missiles as to quality — the recent impressive 
Soviet missile test in the Pacific notwithstanding. 

\ la his State of the Union message of January 7, I960* the 
President said: "Our military missile programs . . do not suffer 
from any present lack of very large rocket engines. . , . The 
thrust of our present missiles is fully adequate for defense 
requirements . " 

Secretary of Defense Oates used almost the same words as tne 
President in minimizing the significance of the large rockets used 
in the Soviet ICBMs. 


Again, without revealing the specifics of classified testimony, 
it is important to bring out that the destructive payload attributed 
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ICBtij as wll aa the range of each 
grmtem r than la oar «ueile*. 


le far 


thrust 


fluraljr the g raster payload end the greeter rea^e of these 
Ooeiet vsspoos stsas directly fro* the aee of pchr thrust 
rocket engine*. 

***• fhete are that a eery m&stantial ataalla.^p does 
«det # «ad the AfcainletretioB apparently la going to paxmlt this 
OP tq iaareaae. * 

X arts thla atateant in the past based upon the intelligence 
Information then toeing used, and I arte this ststwot a gai n todaj, 
as It Is still tras — wren vben one uses the filial Soviet 

figures derived fra* an analysis of their latest instead of their 
cepfelUty. . . : ; ; 


If we 


1 
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This doss oot include our IRBMs vis-a-vis their Missiles 
of that category — although if it did, the Soviet advantage 
would be even greater. 

Likewise, this ocapariscc does not in clude the cruiser and 
s ubmar ine launched aiselles which both Russia and the United 
States are expected to have. If it did inclu d e such types of 
missiles, however,', it is not revealing classified data to state 
that aore Missiles would be added to the Soviet side of the 
comparison than to the U. 8. side. 

Therefore, 1 charge this Administration with using intelll- 

* i 

gence information in such a Banner that the AMTicen people bare 
been given an inaccurate picture of what is necessary fOr our 
national defense. 

I regret tbfct it is necessary tat as ts ante this serious 



question to the security of the bbited States aqd the free world, 
I ea certain that the Anar loan people have thS right to hscw 
the truth. 



Approved For Release 2002/10/30 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900030079-6 


Approved For Release 2002/10/30 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900030079-6 


MEMORAhpuM FOR:! THE 

r.l.t«d!: h 'f,lor: Pr * P * red -f—/ 

From wh it I underran a y Sefta£0r s Y™fcgtor, 

movennen^this morning ^ Senator,s 

he hati a chance to read’ GO «btfui that 

yesterday — - m. is::. 

s / John s. Warner 

JOHN 3. WARNER 
C legislative Counsel 


ToKnT — ^ 4u ^- - 

’ AUG S 4 'Oi^y^^r-.o-.or 

wh, ch may be used. 


27 January i960 

~TdaTe) 
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